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Awide range of Christmas cards in aid of EACH (East
Anglia's Children's Hospices) by Hallo Cards are

available in three local shops - Grange Farm Shop in
Hasketon, Williams in Grundisburgh and the charity card shop
on Woodbridge’s Market Hill, who are all generously selling
these for no profit. They are also available from
www.hallocards.com. 

Last year Carrie and Rupert Herries raised a total of £500 for
EACH and hope to raise even more this year.

This card also gives the Grundisburgh & District News team a
chance to wish all our readers, contributors, distributors and
advertisers a very Happy Christmas and New Year.

The Dog is the subject of one of our business enterprise
features on pages 8 and 9. Shortly before we went to press
came news of another award for the Grundisburgh hostellery -
for the most dog friendly pub in the country. 

Christmas greetings

250 not out
This our 250th issue since the News was launched
in 1982. For the story of how it began and what
we need now to keep going, see back page.

The 100th anniversary of the ending of WW1 was marked in News’

villages in a variety of ways. In Clopton’s case it involved a four day

exhibition in the church including a ‘war horse’. See centre pages.

Packed aisles for final Cribfest

St Mary’s sixth - and sadly
final - Cribfest brought large

numbers of visitors to
Grundisburgh in late November.
The event has been held every
second year to raise money for
the church. 

Rector Canon
Clare Sanders,
whose passion for
cribs inspired the
festival and has
been the driving
force behind it,
will be retiring in
2020. She started
collecting cribs
herself after
seeing Libby
Purves’ exhibition
and realised it
could be a wonderful way to
raise money for churches.

The first one was held in Burgh
Church but the number of cribs
being lent demanded a larger
space. Each one has had a

different theme - this time it
was ‘Follow the Star’.

“It is fascinating to see the
wide range of traditions in
different countries around the
world” says Clare. 

The ‘artists in
residence’ during
the festival
included Paul
Bruce who got
children making
clay angels. His
art group had
created a highly
original
interpretation of
the Three Kings.

Around 1,300
visitors came to
the festival over

the four days and the money
raised for the church is
expected to be about £3,500.

More photos are included on
page 17

Part of the ‘Knitivity’ provided by
Aldeburgh Church’s knitting group.
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DeCeMBer

saturday 1

st Mary’s Grundisburgh

Coffee Morning

The Holme, The Green 

10.30 - Noon

Contact 735517

Monday 3

Christmas Floral Craft

Otley & District Gardening

Club Otley VH 7.30 

Contact 890563

Thursday 6

Phoenix Handbell ringers

Gr.WI BCR 7.30 

Contact 735838

Thursday 6

Christmas Craft Fair

FOGS Gr School 

6.30 - 9.00 

Contact 735353

Friday 7

Upbeat! Charity Christmas

Concert

St Marys, Gr. 7.30 

Tickets £8 PBE.

Contact 735853

saturday 8/sunday 9

Christmas Pop up art show

Grundisburgh House Gallery

10.00 - 5.00

www.12ARTS.WEEBLY.com

Tuesday 11

Comic Verse with eric

Punaks

Tuddenham WI VH 7.30

Contact 785368

Tuesday 11

roman suffolk

Gr.Local History Society

GrPR 7.30-9.00

Contact 738108

Tuesday 11

Clay workshop 

EJR Ceramics

Playford VH  6.30-9.00

Contact 01728 860125

Thurs 13 & Fri 14

Otley Hall Xmas Tours

6.30-9.15  Tickets £17

events@otleyhall.co.uk

Contact 890264

saturday 15

soup lunch in aid of Ipswich

Night Shelter. BSR 

12.00 - 1.30

Contact 738887

Thursday 20

Craft Group

GrPR 9.30  Contact 735517

Friday 21

Christmas singalong

All welcome

Bealings VH 7.30pm

Contact 07740 563668. 

Monday 31

Nye Ceilidh - 

Clopton VH Dancing to

Hosepipe Band from 8.00.

Tickets 737417 or

07943895907

Monday 31

Nye Party 

1st Gr Scouts  GrVH 7.30

Contact 735352

JaNUary 2019

Thursday 3

social evening

Gr.WI BCR 7.30pm 

Contact 735838

saturday 5

st Mary’s Grundisburgh

Coffee Morning 10.30 - 12.00 

GrPr  Contact 735775

Tuesday 8

My Life in showbiz by

David webb

Tuddenham WI VH 7.30

Contact 785368

Tuesday 15

windfarms, archaeology &

Grundisburgh

Gr.Local History Society

GrPR 7.30 - 9.00

Contact 738108

Friday 18

Quiz for Brain Tumor

research

Gr.Sch. 7.00  PBE

ruthie.turnbull@btinternet.com

Contact 07751 888609

Friday 25

FOGs Fundraising events

meeting- all welcome

Gr.Sch 7.30

Contact 738108

Friday 25

Little Panto of Horrors

GADS

Gr.VH 7.30 

Tickets Olde Forge Stores Gr. 

Contact 738229

saturday 26  ≈

Little Panto of Horrors

GADS Gr.VH  2.00 and 7.30 

Tickets Olde Forge Stores Gr.

Contact 738229

FeBrUary

Friday 1 

Little Panto of Horrors

GADS Gr.VH 7.30

Tickets Olde Forge Stores Gr.

Contact 738229

saturday 2

st Mary’s Grundisburgh

Coffee Morning GrPr

10.30am -12 Contact  735775

saturday 2 

Little Panto of Horrors

GADS Gr.VH  2.00 & 7.30

Tickets Olde Forge Stores Gr

Contact 738229

Thursday 7

FCC environment

Gr.WI BCR 7.30 

Contact 735838

saturday 15

soup lunch

BSR 12.00 - 1.30

Contact 738887

sunday 10

Concert

GSO St Mary’s Gr. 3.00 

Tickets Olde Forge Stores

Contact 738944

saturday 16

Ceilidhs on Move dance

Clopton VH 7.00 - 11.00 

Tickets on door or advance

01394 383329

Tuesday 19

east anglian round tower

churches

Gr.Local History Society

GrPR 7.30-9.00

Contact 738108

MarCH

Friday 1

FOGs annual Curry &

Quiz Night

Gr.Sch 7.00

Contact 738108

saturday 2

st Mary’s Grundisburgh

Coffee Morning

GrPr 10.30 - Noon

Contact 735775

Monday 4

Butterfly Gardenning

Otley & District Gardening

Club Otley VH 7.30

Contact 890563

Thursday 7

Gemstone Mining in Kenya

Gr. WI BCR 7.30

Contact 735838

Tuesday 12

Charlie Haylock - History of

spoken english

Tuddenham WI VH 7.30

Contact 785368 

Key to abbreviations:

PBE - pre-booking essential

P/VH - Parish/Village Hall

PR - Parish Room

Pav - Pavilion

BCR - Baptist Chapel Room

BSR - Burgh School Room

Gr - Grundisburgh

all codes are 01473 unless

given otherwise.

Brief details of events with

date, name of event, venue,

time and contact phone

number should be sent by 

6 February for the next issue

to Andrea Ockenden,

Gabledene, Rose Hill,

Grundisburgh IP13 6TG, or

diary@grunews.com. Please

indicate if tickets must be

bought in advance.

Details can be sent up to a

year ahead for inclusion for

the website diary and they

will be put on line soon after

they arrive. 

News Diary
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wHaT’s ON

More What’s On on next page

Otley hall
Christmas tours

Special guided tours are
being organised to enable

people to experience a Tudor
style Christmas in this
stunning 15th/16th century
building rich in English
history. Candle lit rooms,
decorated trees and roaring log
fires will enhance the festive
experience. 

The tours are followed by
mulled wine and festive
nibbles in the Great Hall.
These take place on Thursday
13 and Friday 14 December
from 6.30pm-9.15pm, and cost
£17 per person. To book a
place or for further
information ring 01473
890264 or email:
events@otleyhall.co.uk 

Upbeat! Concert
for Christmas  

Upbeat’s annual charity
Christmas Concert will

take place at St Mary’s Church
Grundisburgh at 7.30pm on
Friday 7 December. As usual
they will be joined by the
choir from Grundisburgh
Primary School. 

The charities the choir is
supporting this year are Guide
Dogs for the Blind and FIND
(Families In Need). The price
has been held at £8 – advance
tickets are essential as this
popular event is always a sell
out. To buy tickets please
contact me.

Anna Greenwood, 01473 735853 / 
07834 984591

more music from
the gsO 

Following its performance
of ‘Nimrod’ at the

Remembrance Day service,
the Grundisburgh Symphony
Orchestra members are now
rehearsing for their next
concert. This takes place on
Sunday 10 February in St
Marys Church, Grundisburgh,
starting at 3pm. The tickets at
£4 each, or £1 for children,
and under 5s free will include
the usual cake and other
refreshments. They will be
available from Olde Forge

Stores, Grundisburgh, early in
the new year. Proceeds will be
in aid of the village hall
project. 

‘Peter and the Wolf’ - which
had been planned originally -
has been delayed but will be
the highlight of a future
concert  by the orchestra.

If you know anyone of any
level who would like to join
the GSO please contact John
Richards (johnateallthepies@
hotmail.com). Our orchestra
has a range of players of all
ages and abilities including
children from six different
local schools.

Sarah Cavenagh, 01473 738944

midsummer music

Grundisburgh’s next bi-
annual music festival is

booked for for Saturday 6
July, from 1.30 to 8pm. It
takes place at Grundisburgh
House and interested local
artistes can contact Simon
Snowden at grundisburghmid
summermusic@outlook.com .
More information on a new
‘Grundisburgh Midsummer
Music’ page on facebook.

Quiz for good
cause

Next year I am raising
money for ‘Brain Tumour

Research - Together we will
find a cure’, starting with a
quiz  on Friday 18 January at
Grundisburgh School, 7 for
7.30pm.  Bookings for teams
of up to eight at £5 per person
should be made to me. 

Ruth Turnbull, 07751 888609
ruthie.turnbull@btinternet.com 

Friday 
Jan 25th - 7:30pm

Saturday 
Jan 26th - 2pm and 7:30pm

AT 
GRUNDISBURGH
VILLAGE HALL

Tickets: £8 Adults, £4 Children (up to 14)
Available From

THE VILLAGE STORES, GRUNDISBURGH

Friday Feb 1st - 7:30pm
Saturday Feb 2nd - 2pm and 7:30pm 

new Years eve party

Grundisburgh Scouts are
organsing a party for

New Year’s Eve with ‘Ed
Gasket and the Rockers’.
Tickets are £10 per person
from Dave Brown 07979
502589/Stuart Ross 01473
735352; doors open 7.30pm,
music from 8pm, fancy dress
optional, prizes for best
costume, bring your own drinks.

Otley Hall’s Great Hall decorated for Christmas.

new Year eve Ceilidh

Dance in the New Year at
Clopton Village Hall to

The Hosepipe Band - from 8
'til late! The doors open at
7.30pm. Please bring a plate
of food to share and your own
drink. Tickets cost £13 per
adult, £5 under 13's from
Diana Dawson on 01473
737417 or Graham Parker,
07943895907.

Pop Up art

Twelve artists will be
displaying their work at a

Christmas pop-up show at the
newly created gallery at
Grundisburgh House on 8 and
9 December, 10am to 5pm.
This will launch the ‘12 Plus
Arts’ group and be selling
‘affordable arts from
established Suffolk artists and
artisans’. The gallery is in
Woodbridge Road, IP13 6UD.
For information look on
instagram for 12_plus_arts or
Linden Hibbert 07779 242496.
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An invitation to
SIMPLY SWING at
Clopton

It was useful to arrive a little
early at Clopton Village

Hall to meet Nigel Woodhouse
for a preliminary chat before
his fortnightly Friday 'Simply
Swing' Jive dance class got
under way. Soon afterwards
18 people had assembled and
were gyrating around the
dance floor under his expert
instruction!

Dancing Swing Jive, he
explained, is an excellent way
to have fun, meet friends and
keep yourself fit. The style
Nigel teaches is based on the
late 1940's form, but it also
includes Swing, Lindy-Hop
and Charleston steps. By
attending the class and
learning the moves, aspiring
dancers will be well prepared
to participate confidently in
the lively jive scene

across East Anglia, with
dances featuring live bands or
'DJ'd' music being held just
about every week in some
reasonably local venues.

Nigel welcomes dancers at any
level from seasoned experts
through intermediate
'improvers' right through to the
proverbial “I've-got-two-left-
feet” novices! There is a very
relaxed happy atmosphere in
the class, with lots of smiles
and good humour. Every new
move is clearly demonstrated
to everyone with ample
practice time allowed before
moving on to a new or
unfamiliar step.

Nigel learnt
to dance in
Stratford St.
Mary under
the auspices
of Dave and
Esther Tuthill
eight years
ago, before
setting up
'Simply
Swing'.  

Nigel owns and runs N's Auto
Services in Waldringfield and
offers servicing and repairs to
all makes of cars and
specialises in classic
restorations of post WW2 era
vehicles. He also runs and
DJ's his own 1940/50s disco.
He moved to live in
Grundisburgh two years ago

If you are interested in
coming along to Nigel's
Simply Swing class, you will
be made very welcome,
whether you bring a partner or
not. Currently, it meets
fortnightly on Fridays from 7
to 9pm in Clopton Village
Hall. The entrance fee is £3
with tea or coffee included. It
may become a weekly fixture
if there is enough interest. 

Nigel also runs a fortnightly
Sunday evening dance class in
in Felixstowe. For more
information, he can be
contacted on 07501 768933,
nigel@nsautoservices.com

Words and photos Stephen Newton

an horrific show

What’s got aliens, a
shopkeeper, a property

developer, bailiffs, good guys,
bad guys, plant life, a dentist
and wannabe entertainers? No,
not the latest episode of the
Jeremy Kyle show, it’s just
some of the characters to be
found in GADS latest
pantomime offering, ‘Little
Panto of Horrors’ by
Limelight Scripts. 

As the title suggests, it’s
loosely based around the
classic musical comedy ‘Little
Shop of Horrors’, which was
first performed way back in
1982. Our production,
however, will bring it right up
to date with all the panto
slapstick you’d expect from
GADS. There’ll be characters
you’ll recognise and maybe
some you wouldn’t expect - so
why not come along and see
what could happen to your
plants if you give them the
wrong kind of food!

Our directors are Nikki Brown
and Debbie Osborne. They
and the cast will be working
hard and rehearsing
throughout Christmas and the
new year to make sure all who
come along have a great time.
The performance dates are
Friday 25 January at 7.30pm,
Saturday 26 at 2pm and
7.30pm, and the same times
the following Friday and
Saturday, all taking place at
the Grundisburgh Village Hall.
Refreshments will be on sale
as well as raffle tickets.
Tickets are £8 for adults and
£4 for children (14 and under)
and are available from The
Forge Stores.

Ian Frost, 01394 446056,
ianfrost68@gmail.com
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gearing up for gardening: horticultural society plans

July 2019 may seem a long
time away but the classes

for the next Grundisburgh
Village Show will be
published shortly to help plan
entries. Copies will be
available in Williams Store
and on line
(www.grundisburgh.show).
As always all the classes are
open to people from all areas,
and they include an increased
number for photography and

art, as well as the more
traditional flower and produce
categories. 

The Village Show takes place
on 13 July and Hidden
Gardens over the weekend of
8/9 June. As it is the 30th year
for the open gardens event,
organiser Catherine Laxton is
hoping for at least 30 gardens
and asks anyone interested in
taking part to contact her
(catherine@laxton-

interiors.co.uk).

Thanks to its fund raising
events this year and generous
sponsorship from donors, the
society was able to make
donations of £1,500 to
Grundisburgh Guides and
£500 to the Blossom Appeal. 

Grundisburgh Burgh and
Culpho Horticultural Society
has now widened its role to
include organising visits to

places of interest to
gardeners and talks. The
outing to Hyde Hall in
October proved very
popular, and the
expedition to Anglesey
Abbey in February is
already fully booked.
But places are still
available for East Ruston
Old Vicarage (23 May)
and Hyde Hall Flower
Show (1 August).

Because the society is a
member of the RHS, it can
offer free entry to one venue
each year to its own members. 

Places are offered first and at
a discount to members of the
newly formed club – the fee is
£5pa and bookings are
handled by Catherine Laxton.
Requests for membership
should be sent to
catherine@laxton-
interiors.co.uk 

Martin Cripps, chairman, Grundisburgh
Burgh & Culpho Horticultural

Society,01473 738997,
chairman@grundisburgh.showBack from Hyde Hall.
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Reunited on a
Himalayan mountain …

It’s about 8pm on a Saturday
night and I’m sat in a

modest restaurant, listening to
two old school friends catch
up, having not seen each other
for a few years.

“I remember the first time we
met, at Kingston Middle
School”, says the younger,
just as a round of ginger tea
arrives. They had stayed
friends through school and
beyond, into the alternative
music scene of Ipswich,
where the younger had
become a well-known
musician. In a few hours’
time, their 25-year Farlingaye
High School reunion will
begin in Woodbridge,
although neither will be able
to make it.

“So, how did you end up
here?” asks Tanya, the elder.
“I gave up work when my
partner got sick”, explains
Emma. “When he died in
2004, I felt I’d kind of lost my
identity – I’d worked in the
post office, I’d been a
musician and then I’d been
Vernon’s carer and suddenly
none of that was there.”

The food arrived, and Emma
turned to the waitress and, in
Tibetan, enquired after the
chilli paste that usually
accompanies ‘momos’
(vegetable dumplings). She
then went on to explain, how
feeling that she needed space,
she had left Grundisburgh and
had gone to Australia, with
her Nanny, to stay with her
Aunt Trudy. “My aunt
suggested I go volunteer at the
Chenrezig Institute in
Queensland. I did some
meditation courses there too
and it just sort of hit me here”
– she put her right hand across
the front of her maroon robes
and indicated her heart. 

She did some more travelling
(and partying) in Australia,
but the Chenrezig Institute
had reawakened an interest in
mind and wellbeing that she’d
had since a young child.
Volunteering at the café in the
Institute, surrounded by the
mountains and forest, Emma
started to attend some of the
teachings where she felt “an
immediate desire to become a

nun. It felt so right, even if it
was so alien. I went away to
let things settle but there was
nothing else I wanted to do.”
After making the decision in
June 2005, Emma was
ordained as Drolma (her
Buddhist name) in the

November and stayed for nine
years at the Institute.

“But why here?” asked Tanya
(my wife). Emma explained
that formal teaching can only
take you so far and that the
Institute of Buddhist
Dialectics (IBD), part of the
Dalai Lama’s monastery in the
foothills of the Indian
Himalayas, was significant
because it strongly
encouraged

questioning
and debate. We had witnessed
some monks debating earlier
in the day – a process to
deepen the understanding of
the classroom teachings. She
described how she, as “little
old Emma from
Grundisburgh” shocked
herself recently when she
realised she was holding in-
depth philosophical
discussions in fluent Tibetan!

Emma is also my friend and I

see the same
spark, the same
light, that I did
20 years ago.
Now, though, she
is older, wiser,
and emits a calm
serenity that
envelops anyone
in her presence.

“No,” she replies
to a rather
hesitantly asked
question, “I’ve
not made any
commitment to
stay here in
Dharamshala
forever, but I

have a scholarship for now and
I’d like to finish my Geshe (an
equivalent of a PhD degree,
which has only ever been
achieved by one other western
woman). Although I’ve also
been asked to teach in
Australia.” Eventually,
however, Emma would like to
return to the UK to explore
how what she has learnt can be
used to help others.

Earlier we had
watched

the
sun

go
down

as we
walked the ‘kora’,

a path around the monastery
that the monks, nuns and laity
use for contemplation and
Emma had explained how her
normal day was broken up:
time for practice, study, formal
teaching, preparation and
debate, and maybe a little yoga
if there’s time. 

Twice a year, however, there’s
an opportunity to return to
Grundisburgh where she
explains “my family want me

Top: Tom,Tanya and Emma.

Left Emma and Tanya. 

Below: Emma (far left), with
the Dalai Lama in the centre.

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

C.W.
Gardening
Services

Regular Maintenance
Mowing • Digging

Hedge Cutting
Turfing & Grass Seeding 

Clearing

Tel 01473 890144

to wear the robes because it’s
part of who I am.” 

This then is the story of why,
on the odd occasion, you
might spot a Buddhist nun in
the village of Grundisburgh. 

Tom Fosdick

Emma is the daughter of
Lennie Billsberry of
Grundisburgh, and sister of
Ollie (who runs SleepSafe)
and Luke (who works with
him in the company). 

250.winter18/19_news master.1.05 copy  26/11/2018  19:21  Page 5



6

grundisburgh

While Grundisburgh
School's 170 pupils are

actively learning, playing and
acquiring the attitudes and
skills for their lives ahead,
behind the scenes, governors
and staff are working hard to
bring a major change to the
school's status. 

The school has an out-going
and caring approach to others
and to life in general and this
ethos is evident after just a
few minutes spent there: it
feels a happy place. And that's
what the school aims to retain
when it becomes an academy
as part of the Cooperative
Education East (CEE) Multi-
Academy Trust which is
developing a Suffolk 'hub'
with three primary schools
initially: Woodbridge,
Hollesley and Grundisburgh -
all rated by OFSTED as
'Good'.  

Certainly Grundisburgh feels
the Cooperative's values and
ethos closely match theirs and
are happy to operate within
their trust. The school does

JOHN DURRELL
Painter & Decorator • Interior & Exterior

Over 25 Years experience
For a free estimate call 01394 766357

City & Guilds • Excellent references available

not see a dilution of the role
and influence of their
governors and the trust is
there to provide financial and
management advice.

Academies are funded directly
by the Department for
Education (DfE) and subject
to terms set down by them.
Trusts must ensure that each
of its academies is at the heart
of its community, promotes
community cohesion and
shares facilities with other
schools and/or other
educational institutions and
the wider community. Each
must promote British values
of democracy, individual
liberty, rule of law and mutual

respect and
tolerance of
those with
different faiths
and beliefs. 

Trusts are not
profit-making
organisations but academies
must balance their budgets
and publicise details of their
finances. And there are
considerable freedoms - for
example academies may set
their own curriculums
(although they must include
English, Maths and Science).
Nationally, some academies
have run into financial
difficulties but one would like
to think that CEE, with its
commercial and educational
heritage, can foresee issues
before they become distracting
problems.  

So what will this mean for the
pupils? Probably not a lot in
the short run (the school does
not envisage full conversion to
an academy until around
Easter 2019) and it remains to
be seen if the bottom-up
approach advocated by CEE
allows parents and governors
to retain the influence they
currently enjoy.  And, of
course, DfE policy may
evolve over time.....   

The school held its Autumn
Fair in October - all the
classes organised stalls, with
older children being
responsible for their own.
They raised £135.57 for the

school. At their Autumn
Showcase all classes exhibited
work, such as paintings and
poems, on the theme of
harvest. Year 6 children
worked with dance tutor Sam
Moss and musician Dan
Turner to create their own
backing music - to put on a
dance performance to highly
appreciative parents.  

More moves

Not related to 'academisation',
will be the appointment of a
new head teacher at
Grundisburgh by the end of
this academic year. John
Lynch has decided on a
change of career at this
milestone in his life - he will
soon be 60 and has been a
teacher for 30 years and now
wants to “do something
different". 

Writing and wood-working
are among his skills but even
he doesn't know yet what he
wants to do! He will be a hard
act to follow: he is much
loved and appreciated with his
quiet, humorous  approach
which seems to actively
stimulate children's creative
side as well as their
willingness to learn.  

Local sCHOOL rePOrTs
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Charsfield

Charsfield primary school
is now an academy

together with seven other
primary schools, as part of All
Saints Schools Trust. 

Dr Paul Parslow-Williams is
the Executive Head Teacher of
three schools with
responsibility for strategic
planning, with Amie Reeve as
Head of School at Charsfield.
She said that each of the eight
schools work together but
maintain their individual ethos
and practices, including
retaining their individual
uniforms. 

Although they only converted
in September, Charsfield is
already seeing the benefit of
small schools collaborating
and working together within
the Trust, adopting best
practice and sharing ideas and
resources with teachers and
staff from the other schools.  

Fund raising

Last year, the father of pupils
Abigail and Liam Clack was
involved in a serious accident
after suffering a cardiac arrest
whilst driving. The air
ambulance was called and
flew him to Addenbrooke’s
Hospital in Cambridge. Had it

not been for the quick
response of the air ambulance
getting to the crash and the
care that he received from
their staff, the situation could
have been fatal. 

Abigail wanted to do
something to help the people
who saved her father and
started fund raising and
amassed an amazing £543 for
the air ambulance by selling
Hammer Beads and a lucky
dip after school. 

She and her family want to
thank everyone who supported
this worthy cause. This is
likely to be the first of
Abigail’s many fund-raising
missions! 

Bed & Breakfast
Self-contained accommodation in large
converted barn in tranquil surroundings.
Big sitting room with TV and games, fridge,
kettle and toaster plus two twin bedrooms,

all at ground floor level.
Continental breakfast provided.
Tennis court. Child friendly.

ROBERT & ANNE HUTCHISON, HAWTHORN COTTAGE,
LOWER ROAD, GRUNDISBURGH IP13 6UQ, 01473 738199

anne.hutchison@btopenworld.com

of a 30-week construction
programme to increase the
accommodation space so that
pupil numbers can be
increased and both the Otley
Under 5s and the primary
school can be accommodated
within the same building.

The project has provided the
school with a new dedicated
facility for dining, sports and
activities, as well as a
playground with good
sightlines for safeguarding
and larger netball pitch. 

The space is eco-friendly and
will give the children more
opportunities in their learning
on a day to day basis.

“The new facilities are a
fantastic resource for the
children to enrich their
educational experience,
particularly with the wider
curriculum such as sport,
drama, music and dance” says
Executive Headteacher
Richard Benstock. 

KEYHOLE SURGERY
LOCKSMITHS
SIMON CHITTOCK

NO CALL OUT FEES – NO VAT
FREE QUOTES – BEST PRICES IN THE AREA

01473 715794 – 07599 538917
www.keyholesurgeryipswich.co.uk

Otley 

Otley Primary School
celebrated the opening of

its new school hall and pre-
school building by former
Ipswich Town Football Club
player, Roger Osborne, on a
visit to his old school. The
event marked the culmination

School reports compiled by
Richard Watkinson.

Roger Osborne, who once
played for Grundisburgh,
scored the winning goal for
Ipswich Towh in the FA Cup
Final in 1978.

sCHOOL rePOrTs
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a life in
floweRs

When Carol Pryke
Downie finished her

education no particular career
path appealed, but she did
know that she wanted to do
something practical and not to
be bound to a desk. Having
been brought up on the family
farm she had a vague
expectation that she would
“do something to do with
horticulture or farming”. 

Then one day, on a visit to an
Otley College open day, she
watched a class being taught
floristry and was sufficiently
interested to try it herself. Her
talent was immediately
recognised by the teacher -
nimble fingers and an artistic
eye made her ‘a natural’. 

Having discovered her chosen
path Carol pursued her career,
taking a job at Granvilles, an
Ipswich florists shop. For the
three years she worked there
she did a day release course
in floristry at Otley College -
a three year course completed
in two.

Business experience 

When the shop owner became
ill, Carol found herself with
much of the responsibility for
keeping the business
functioning plus training two
other girls - thus adding
management and business
skills to her CV. She achieved
professional qualifications
with a City and Guilds award
in floristry at Otley College
and the Diploma of the
Society of Floristry in
London. 

Carol began to consider
setting up her own business
and, after a fruitless search for
premises in Ipswich, decided
to make use of the farmhouse
in Swilland, empty since her
grandmother’s death. With a
loan from her parents to cover
planning charges, Boundary
Flowers business was
established in December 1979.

The business grew slowly -
she began by doing small
arrangements; publicity was
locally based - word of mouth
and an advertisement in

Grundisburgh News. She is
well known in Swilland and
local people were loyal in
their support. Apart from her
experience at Granvilles she
had no business training but
both her parents were business
minded and gave invaluable
support. She began to teach at
Otley College and built on
contacts made there and with
wholesalers made at
Granvilles.

Carol says floristry has
changed considerably since
she started, techniques have
altered and are not so
laborious; bouquets were once
wired but now are handtied
which is much simpler (I'll
take her word for it!). 

Whenever possible Carol
supports British flower
producers but these days, with
blooms flying in from far
away it becomes possible to
meet clients' individual
requests using flowers out of
season locally. This variety
and flexibility is part of the
joy of the job for Carol; she
enjoys meeting different
people and creating something
individual for that special day. 

Despite the changes it seems
to me that some things do
remain the same - preparing
floral displays for a wedding
during a heatwave does bring
its own anxieties, although
having the cold store “helps
no end” - and how does one
guarantee delivery to a venue
when the roads are suddenly
blocked by an unexpected
snow fall? (thank you to Dad
and his snow plough and to
husband Ian!). 

It is certainly not a nine to
five job and Carol has been
known to work through the

night - she once
catered for
seven weddings
over one
weekend. “I do
it because I love
it” she says.

In all this busy
life Carol does
still find time
for recreation
including
photography, an
interest she has
nurtured since

childhood. She tells me with
some pride that she is one of
the official photographers for
Mildenhall Speedway - a sport
she speaks of with enthusiasm
and some obvious knowledge. 

Photocards

A spin-off has been the
creation of photocards using
some of her beautiful pictures
of flowers, horses, dogs ....
These are available in the shop
along with an incredible
variety of dried and silk
flowers, baskets, ribbons, etc,
all designed to help make any
occasion a memorable event.

Carol's delight in her business
shines out as she recounts with
humour and almost disbelief
some of the weddings she has
catered for - the Jewish
wedding at a synagogue in
London followed by a
reception at Lords Cricket
ground, and the three-day
multi-cultural Indian/Danish
wedding. All this emanating
from a shop on a fairly quiet
road in rural Suffolk!

Shop Opening Hours Tuesday,
Thursday, Friday: 9am-12
noon/1pm-5pm.
Wednesday: 9am-12 noon/
1pm-3pm
Saturday - 9am - 12 noon.
Mondays: closed, orders only

Boundary Flowers, Boundary
Farm, Swilland, IP6 9LV. Tel:
01473 738828. 

Words Madge Nicholas, 
photo Stephen Newton

The Dog in Grundisburgh is
a traditional Suffolk

wooden beamed pub with
something for everyone. The
pub is ‘embedded’ and in the
middle  of Grundisburgh and
has an organic feel, engaged
as it is with both the
community and its
surroundings.  

Charles and Eilir Rogers run
the pub and talk of their
strong feelings of
responsibility to do a good
job. The chef is Milan Hukal,
and two years ago The Dog
won the national
Parliamentary Pub Chef of the
Year competition. This year

the pub was a finalist in the
Suffolk Food & Drink, Pub of
the year.

Their aim is to be the best
independent family, and dog
friendly, traditional public
house in the region. And to do
this they offer an outstanding
quality and variety of
traditional and innovative
drinks and meals so customers
can enjoy their time eating,
drinking and socialising with
friends and family in a warm
atmosphere.

In addition they regard
acknowledging the 200 year
old historic nature of the pub
and its preservation as one of
their key roles. The church
and the pub can be regarded

If you run an enterprise
in one of the 18 villages
covered by The News

why not tell us about it. 
Contact

editor@grunews.com

Milan with his pub chef of the
year award.
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In the early seventies Dot and John Ridgway ran a successful
pig farm on the site at Ashbocking where the Swiss Farm

Shop now stands. As their son David explains they farmed ‘in a
small way’ but reasonably profitably
until inflation caused the pig business
to slump and they made the decision to
open up what was in effect the first
'farm shop'. Initially they sold mainly
freezer packs - a half-pig was popular
in those days - although they did also
sell fresh meat. 

In 1988 David bought the business
from his father, at a time when the
opening of out-of-town supermarkets
presented a challenge. Trade did go
down and he realised the need to
diversify and began to stock beef and
lamb as well as pork - and then their
famous chicken breast fillets which
retail at wholesale prices (affordable
due to the volume of sales). David smiles to recall the
introduction of chicken breasts when he posted leaflets himself
bearing the slogan 'Chickens don't go cheep cheap - oh yes they
do!' - trade increased greatly.

Most of the meat sold is locally produced, bought in as whole
carcasses and cut up on site. They dry-cure and smoke their own
bacon - a process which David was taught by his mother Dot - at
first using a metal drum sitting on bricks with a fire of oak chips
beneath. These days they have a dedicated smoke house. They

as two of the most prominent buildings in
the village.

Unsurprisingly, dogs are very welcome
and there are plenty of local walks that
can conveniently both start or finish
there. 

A special aspect is the front garden in
particular, where until quite late in the
year, customers can enjoy a traditional
English village moment, sitting out at
tables and watch the sun go down in the
west, setting over the weeping willow on
the village green.

The Dog also has an enclosed child’s play
area in the back garden, a south facing
back Mediterranean beer garden – it
certainly was during the summer this year
- and a car park beyond the back garden,
so important when it is sometimes hard to
park even in villages.

The diary of events, and special nights,
themed evenings and quiz nights for
example are on the website (https://www.
grundisburghdog.co.uk). This is
comprehensive with the focus now on the
festive season. 

Last year Carols were sung in the bar and
local choristers from St Mary’s sang
unplanned descants, a moment in time
that sums up The Dog in so many ways!

Stephen Cooper, 

make their own burgers and sausages - another of Dot's
contributions, 'the classic banger' which she developed in 1972
is still going strong, and a new product this year - a haggis

sausage made using her family recipe -
will be available in time for the next
Burns Night. 

This truly is a 'family’ business' - David
has grown up with it, done all the jobs and
learned all the skills required and now his
son George is part of the team too -
responsible for marketing and recipe
development  He and George are off to
America to research new ideas and recipes
- they are interested to find out more
about 'slow cooked brisket' the way they
do it in Arizona and any other New World
specialities they come across. Ideas and
suggestions from abroad and from any of
the 30 staff in Ashbocking are encouraged. 

From that 3/4 acre pig farm in the 70s the
Swiss Farm business has not stood still and is obviously still
intent on developing and improving. Last March a new shop
bearing the Swiss Farm logo opened in Great Bromley near
Colchester. 

Swiss Farm, Hemingstone Road, Ashbocking IP6 94F, 01473
7385520. www.swissfarm.co.uk. Opening Times: Daily 8.30am-
5.30pm, except Thursdays 8.30am-7pm and Sundays 10am-4pm.

Words Madge Nicholas, photo Steven Newton

expanding family business in ashbocking brings in the bacon

Dates from The Dog!

Christmas Quiz Sunday 2
December 7pm start

Carols in the bar with free
mince pies and sausage rolls
Wednesday 19 December 6-
7pm

Christmas Day - open for
drinks from 11am to 1pm (last
orders at 12.40pm)

NYE Party from 7.30pm.
Live music from ‘Black &
Tan’ and curry buffet, £15pp,
tickets must be bought in
advance.

Quiz - Sunday 6 January 7pm 

Pop up Pizza - Charles’s
wood-fired pizzas on Friday
11 January 5.30-9pm

All you can eat Moules Frites
night - Wednesday 16 January
5.30pm - 9pm

Burns Night - Friday 25
January 6.30pm for 7pm.
Booking essential.

More info:
www.grundisburghdog.co.uk

This is the fourth in our
profiles of the locals in our
area. Next up will be the Otley
White Hart. 

David (right) with staff members Joel
Etchingham and Ashley Bridges. 

The Dog’s latest accolade came shortly before The
News went to press - when it was named as the most
dog friendly pub in the UK and featured on the front
page of the East Anglian Daily Times (reproduced
above). Based on votes from dog lovers, the awards
are made by the DogBuddy dog sitting network.
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Charsfield

Charsfield School, years
five and six, have been

learning about WW1 and
WW2. We were invited to
visit St Andrew's Church in
Bredfield to lay a wreath on
George William Pulham's
grave. George was born in
Dallinghoo, but when he
married, he moved to
Bredfield. Sadly, he died from
trench foot during WW1.   

We also spread poppy seeds in
a specially prepared area in
the churchyard. We looked at
the memorial and at other
WW2 graves, and saw the
new sign at the front of the
church which identifies that
war graves are at St Andrew's
Church.

Francis Bradshaw, Year 5, 
Charsfield School

Bredfield

On 11 November, Bredfield
Parish Council planted an

oak tree outside the village
hall.  The well-attended event,
which followed a

Remembrance
Service at the
War Memorial
and at St
Andrew’s
Church, was
led by parish
councillor Dr
Stewart
Belfield. 

Local historian
and long-time
resident, Val
Norrington
(pictured left),

helped plant the tree, and gave
a moving speech reminding
the audience of just how
difficult the war years were.

The plaque, placed in front of
the tree, reads “this Oak was
planted on the centenary of
armistice to commemorate the
people of Bredfield who fell
and who gave during the
Great War”.  

The oak was planted as a
symbol of remembrance, not
only for those 13 men who
fought and who fell during
WW1, but for all who gave
during the war years.
Remembrance was extended
to those soldiers, now
deceased, who came home
wounded, and to the volunteer
nurses who cared for them.

maRking tHe aRmistiCe 100 yeaRs on

Dallinghoo

At 11am on 8 November, a
few of us gathered to

commemorate Driver Albert
Edward Barham, Army
Service Corps. He died aged
27 on 18 February 1918 and
lies in one of the 1,332 Great
War graves in 248 cemeteries
in Suffolk.

The 1911 census shows that
Albert Barham, aged 20, was
working as a farm labourer,
living at Banyard’s Cottages,
Dallinghoo, with his parents,
Edward and Louisa, two
sisters and four brothers.
These included 12 year old
George Edward who would
die in action on 21 September
1918 and whose grave is in St
Emilie Valley Cemetery,
Villiers-Faucon, France.

These commemorations were
the idea of Mark Brennan of
the Royal British Legion,
Hadleigh, principally as a way
of making today’s children
aware of the sacrifices of the
past. His initiative is

Many of those who
contributed to the home-front,
including the women who
helped families and
communities hold together and
survive, are usually un-named
in acts of remembrance, but
the planting of the oak tree in
Bredfield extended
remembrance to them.

supported by our Lord
Lieutenant, Clare, Countess of
Euston. As we have no school
in Dallinghoo, we had to
make do with those at the
other end of the age spectrum.

Jeremy Quinlan

J eremy Quinlan, Rachael Garrard 
(a great-great niece of Albert Barham),
Di Turner, Val Green and Prim Turner
at Albert Barham’s grave. 

grundisburgh

Large crowds gathered
outside the war memorial

for the Act of Remembrance
and the two minute silence -
and then around 340 of them
squeezed into St Mary’s
Church for the service. This

included music from the
Upbeat! choir, the
Grundisburgh Symphony
Orchestra and St Mary’s
Church choir. 

The decorative tributes had
been created by the church
flower arrangers, the various
scout and guide sections and
the Funsters group. Pat
Fletcher’s appeal for poppies
led to nearly 600 being
delivered to her to decorate the
netting draped across the back
wall, including one from every
school pupil.

The altar frontal (below) was
made by the Guides - and will
be kept for use in future years. 

Tribute by St. Mary’s Funsters.Sowing poppy seeds at Bredfield Church.
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Front cover photo of Burgh’s commemorative book.

maRking tHe aRmistiCe 100 yeaRs on

many hours of
research. 

Over 2,500
paper poppies
and 500 knitted
ones were made
by members of
the Hobbies
Group,
villagers and
friends. Poppy
plates and
wreaths were
made by St
Augustines
Rainbows in
Ipswich. 

After the Armistice
Day service, the
congregation
enjoyed a singalong
of World War 1
songs, led by Peter
Day on keyboard. 

Clopton has one war
grave  - of Noah
Smy; a service was held at his graveside
and a wreath was laid by Lt Com Becker on
behalf of the British Legion.   

Graham Parker, Grundisburgh coordinator for the poppy appeal, lays
the parish council’s wreath on the grave of Private Frank Lambert in
the Commonwealth War Graves section of Ipswich Old Cemetry.  

Clopton

The four day festival and
exhibition mounted at

Clopton Church brought in
many visitors and, thanks to
the hard work of local people,
raised £686 for the British
Legion. 

Coordinated by Doris Main,
the event shed light on many
different aspects of the
conflict, including the gallant
role played by animals. This
involved Penny Moon
borrowing a life size model of
a horse from Hasketon’s
Kings Saddlery (see front

page photo); it came
by horsebox, pulled
up the path and
manoevred in
through the church
door with great
difficulty.

There was a wealth
of information
about the Clopton
men who served
which had involved Below: Bagpiper Ron Bossingham played The

Last Post by the war memorial in Burgh at 6am,
with the help of a torch on his wife’s head. His
next asssignment was at Grundisburgh to herald
the two minute silence.

Tribute by St. Mary’s Funsters.

The silhouettes around the altar at Clopton Church, made by Della Hughes, represented the

16 men from the village who died in the war. 
Burgh 

Abook to commemorate the war dead of Burgh
was launched at a special coffee morning  in

Burgh’s. ‘Five Men of Burgh’ tells the stories of the
fallen of both world wars, as boys, men. and
soldiers, as revealed by official records and local
sources.  

Author Shane Hines (right) hopes it will help in
commemorating them and in
appreciating the effect of the
two world wars on their
families and the local
community. The five are
Herbert Hughes (Black
Watch), Albert Last,
William Chenery (both
Suffolk Regt), Horace
Sherman (Wiltshire Regt)
and Robert Broom (Royal
Garrison Artillery).

The book has beem
sponsored by The Burgh Wood Trust and local
councillor Tony Fryatt. A free copy has been
distributed to each household in Burgh, and to
every pupil at Grundisburgh Primary School. 

Copies are available for sale at Browsers Bookshop,
Woodbridge, or by ringing 01394 388890 or online
at https://fivemenofburgh.bigcartel.com/. All
proceeds from sales will go to charity. 
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fishy tales at
the wi

Members of Grundisburgh
Burgh & Culpho’s WI

were joined by Andy
Malcome from The
Fishermen's Mission for their
Harvest Supper. We all tucked
into our fish and chips with
relish before Andy began his
presentation. The Mission
provides a life line of support

for fishermen and their
families. They will respond to
an emergency call for help
365 days a year, providing
financial assistance when
needed, offer emotional
support during bereavement
for as long as required and
help to prevent poverty
amongst retired fishermen and
their families.        

The fishermen often put their
lives at risk to provide us with
fish and we certainly
appreciated our fish and chips.
Andy ended the evening by
singing a few sea shanties
with his lovely voice. (To find
out more contact.    www.
fishermensmission.org.uk)

Suffragettes

In November, Joy Bounds
spoke to us at length about
suffragettes in and around
Ipswich and their fight to
secure the right for women to
vote. The campaign which
began in 1866 went on for
over 50 years, with the
women holding marches and
demonstrations, lobbying
parliament and generally
creating as much disruption
and nuisance as they could in
an effort to make their cause
heard. When they were fined,
they refused to pay up and
ended up in prison where
many of them went on hunger
strikes and had to be force fed.
When the first world war
broke out, the ladies
suspended their activities
realizing how much they were
needed to help the country
with so many men being
conscripted.

Women were finally granted
the vote in 1918 (though only
if householders or married to a
householder) when the
government showed their
appreciation for the huge

Coffee and cakes for cancer care

Three years of hosting coffee mornings for Macmillan Cancer
Appeal by Grundisburgh residents Debbie Palmer, Wendy

Sanders Pugh and Jean Marsh has raised a total of over £1,000.
This year’s event in Post Mill Gardens brought in £345. “We
have been very pleased with the support – I think everyone can
relate to losing loved ones to cancer and appreciate the
marvelous work the Mcmillan nurses do. Our coffee mornings
have become a very enjoyable annual event “ says Debbie.

Kerry Dring held her second Macmillan Coffee Morning at
Little Thatch in Culpho on 5 October. It was an open house and
there was a steady flow throughout the day. “It’s a great
opportunity to get people together and raise money for such a
worthy cause. This year we raised a staggering £341.67. I’d like
to thank everyone who came along and donated money or baked
cakes - and I look forward to doing it again next year” she says. 

contribution that they had
made to the country during
the war.  They were finally
rewarded for their persistence.

Details of our fuure meetings
are in the News Diary.

Carol Barker, 735858

the Bard’ by Ben Crystal.
There is a visit planned to see
Othello at The New Wolsey in
November and next summer
to the fantastic Red Rose
Chain Open Theatre.

Anne feels that reading
Shakespeare is very relevant
to life today as he wrote about
political and social issues as
well as showing the emotional
aspect of being human with
all the jealousy, hate, anger as
well as love and at times
bawdy humour portrayed
through the characters.   

Another group which focuses
on poetry meets monthly at
Anne’s home on a Monday,
from 10.30am-12.30pm. The
poetry group reads and
discusses both classical and
modern and follows a range
of poets for example Rudyard
Kipling, John Betjeman, and
Louis MacNeice. The varied
programme is based around
themes such as remembrance
and optimism. 

Six to eight local people
attend and there is space for
one or two new members.
Anyone interested should
contact Anne on 01473
735953 for more details.     

Jeness Proctor

new Village
Hall update

no sweat
shakespeare
and poetry 

Jenny Taylor

(centre) was able

to send 114 shoe

boxes packed with

gifts for children

on the first stage

of their journey

around the world.

shoebox
appeal

A very unpleasant
experience, but still
they they persisted with
their campaign

Anne Ledgley first joined a
Shakespeare reading

group in Essex and realised
how much she loved his
writing. Once settled in
Grundisburgh in 2016 she
decided to form a new group
which now meets fortnightly
in her home on a Wednesday,
10.30am to 12.30pm. 

It is currently reading Henry
IV  Part 1. Members sit round
the table and take turns to read
and if something is not
understood, it is discussed to
gain a better understanding. 

There is a relaxed atmosphere
and in order for the sessions
not to become too academic
one of the recommended
reading books is ‘Shakespeare
on Toast - getting a taste for

What does success look
like? In order to be

considered a success, we
believe any new village hall
project needs to have the
overall support of the
community. This will require
three things: (a) an open and
transparent process, (b)
engagement with the
community and (c)
consultation on any proposals.

The reorganised steering
group is committed to running
an open and transparent
process and has already begun
new consultations with
various user groups with a
view to producing alternative
plans and presenting at least
one new option for public
discussion and feedback in the
new year. 

We will provide regular
updates to the parish council
and the community and would
welcome any comments and
feedback from villagers.
Finance for the development
is clearly an important issue
and we are working on
various options to ensure we
achieve the best possible
result.

Bryan Laxton, 
bryan.laxton@hotmail.com, 735228
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sCouting
news

Marvellous weather for our
fantastic fireworks

display helped us raise £2,411,
a big thank you to everyone
who supported us. Other
highlights were taking part in
the Remembrance Parade,
Harvest Festival, our family
camp in September with over
120 people including the
Brownie and
Guide sections,
and our
Halloween camp
at Hallowtree,
Nacton.  

Beavers have
made bird boxes,
modelled with
recycled cartons,
dressed-up for
the Halloween
party, made
Samaritan’s
Purse shoeboxes
with Jenny and
Mike, and
Remembrance
Poppies. They
will be having a
Xmas party and campfire with
the Cubs.  

Cubs have been busy on
section nights and along with
the majority of Scouts and
Explorers attended a very wet
but enjoyable Halloween
camp, taking part in
orienteering, sledging, blind

trail, go-karts, games, with a
big campfire and fireworks.
They will be hiking along the
Fynn Valley walk, visiting St.
Mary’s Church and Pets at
Home, and having an Xmas
campfire and party.

Scouts took part in ‘indoor
and outdoor cooking’,
attended Halloween Camp
with Cubs, will join them on
the Fynn Valley hike, taking
part in the district cooking
competition at Kesgrave,

having a Xmas
Incident Hike and
going Ten Pin
Bowling.

Highlights for
Explorers were the
Halloween Camp,
‘Starsky and
Clutch’, Go-
karting,
‘Scaresville’ at
Kentwell Hall, a
‘blind drop hike’,
and will be having
a Xmas party with
sleepover.  

Our popular Scouts
Xmas card scheme
is underway. Until

10 December cards
of any size can be sent for
25p to certain areas. Our
collection box in
Grundisburgh will be at
Williams Stores and can also
be dropped off with me at 3
Post Mill Crescent (please
phone first).

Pat Ross, Group Secretary 01473 735352 
www.grundisburghscouts.org.uk

Guide leaders Debbie Richards and Kate Adams were delighted
to receive a donation of £1500 from the horticultural society
chairman, Martin Cripps, at the pumpkin festival.

guides celebrate pumpkins

Grundisburgh Green was
filled with activity and all

things pumpkin related for our
festival in mid October. The
event raised some £1,175 for
Grundisburgh Girlguiding
Groups.

This, added to the donation
from the horticultural society
(top picture) will enable us to
introduce some exciting new
initiatives for our four groups:
Rangers (for girls between 14
and 18), Guides (10 to 14),
Brownies (7-10) and
Rainbows (5 to 7). 

What we need now is more
people to help run our four
units, particularly the older
two groups.

In January we are launching
the new Guiding programme
with an open evening on
Tuesday 15 January (6pm -
7.30pm). During the evening
there will be the opportunity
to see the new programme in

action across all four units,
see the programme materials
and a selection of the new
badges. This will be an
excellent opportunity to see
Girlguiding in action. 

All of the leaders will be there
and available to talk to, so if
you have a young lady in the
family who might be
interested in joining, or you
are interested in seeing what
we get up to as Girl Guides,
come along and see us!

Any queries please contact us
- Debbie Richards on
01473735044 or Kate Adams
on 01473735144.

Photos Steve Newton and Peter Kendall
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TUDDeNHaM TaLes

PantO is BaCK!

Tuddenham TADPOLES are planning on putting on a
pantomime, ‘The Emperor's New Clothes’, in February 

half-term. We had a successful casting meeting in October and
the wheels are in motion, but we could do with some more
adult members for the chorus. 

If you live in Tuddenham and can sing a bit, we're looking for
you! We also want more youngsters to join us - this is a great
opportunity for young people (age six or above) to get involved
in a team production. It is remarkable how many ex-Tadpoles
have gone on to be involved in professional productions!  

Please contact either Adrian Frost (frost.adrian@btinternet
.com, 01473 785256) or myself if you'd like to be involved.

st martins Children’s service

We will be holding our popular Children’s Service on
Christmas Eve for the young and “young at heart”! Come

along and start your Christmas celebrations with us at our fun
family service at 3.30pm.  

macmillan Coffee morning

Tuddenham’s Macmillan Coffee Morning raised £355.
Thanks to Rineke Brightwell for hosting and the WI

members who baked cakes and helped in the day; and to
everyone who supported this worthwhile event. 

Jean Ellinor, 01473 785682, jean.ellinor007@btinternet.co

Design – Installation – Maintenance – Repair
Fencing Driveways Patios Paving Turfing

For a Free quote call Stuart on
Tel: 01473 735642

or visit
www.hawthornhardlandscape.co.uk
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Tel: 01473 277073  Mob: 07766 464336
www.sleepsafe-ltd.co.uk

25 Stoney Road, Grundisburgh, Woodbridge, Suffolk  IP13 6RD

Heating and plumbing specialists
FREE 

quotes
Friendly 

family 
business

• New boilers, 
maintenance  

& servicing

• Hot water 
cylinders

• All central 
heating work

• All general 
plumbing & 

maintenance
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The archaeological
excavation which had

started at the back of St
Mary’s Church has had to be
temporarily suspended. It is
being carried out by Suffolk
Archaeology and is a
requirement before permission
can be granted for the planned
toilets.

The suspension has been
caused by the need for an
additional ‘faculty’ (needed
for work on a church
property) about which we
were unaware. This is likely to
take several weeks to come
through so we do not expect
work to be starting again until
early in the new year..

Meanwhile the area excavated
so far has been covered over
and the people carrying it out
have left the site.

We have produced another calendar with old Grundisburgh
scenes. Using postcards of the village supplied by Bruce

Massingham, the 2019 ‘Memories of Grundisburgh’ calendar
costs £7.99. Opening hours at our store on The Green and the
Old Drapery Coffee Shop have changed for the winter, including
Sunday closing and closing at 4.30pm on a Friday and Saturday.
Details are shown in the shop windows and on Facebook; flyers
with all our opening hours are available on the counter. 

We would like to wish all our customers very Merry Christmas
and say thank you for your continued support.

Rosie and other members of the Williams family

Maddie and Freddie are the daughter and son of Rosie and
Diana respectively, of the well known Williams family

who run the shop on Grundisburgh Green. Freddie comes from a
musical family - his father played guitar and encouraged his
son’s talent. At three Freddie had his first guitar and at five a set
of drums, and began guitar lessons at seven. Maddie very much
enjoys singing and has been in school productions. 

After several years of putting on Christmas shows for the
family, the two cousins decided to go one step further and
perform in public: And so began the twice weekly rehearsals
upstairs at the shop. They enjoyed it so much that around two
years ago they took the plunge and did ‘open mic’ at the
Blaxhall Ship. This means performing two or three songs to the
pub audience and, although very nervous initially, they loved the
experience.

After this Maddie and Freddie did their first proper gig as
supporting act for Midnight Road, a well known local band, and
performed at Billfest in Grundisburgh last summer. More recent
gigs have been at Laxfield Lowhouse Beer Festival and Bedfield
Crown, supporting the band Cheeseroom Collective. While
Maddie favours pop music, Freddie prefers Blues. But they put
their own ‘stamp’ on all genres of music.

Freddie and Maddie are both in 6th form. Freddie, 18, is
studying for a diploma in music, and his ambition is to become
a musician in his own band. Maddie is 17 and is studying film,
art textiles and drama. She hopes to become an actor/singer, and
is currently having voice coaching.

I was lucky enough to be treated to a private audience with
them, during which they sang a duet of ‘Hit the road Jack’
followed by Maddie singing Ed Sheeran’s ‘Photograph’
accompanied by Freddie on guitar. I thought they were amazing!
If you’d like to check them out, they are booked to play at
various venues next year and more are in the pipeline. You can
follow them on Facebook @ F&M Music, on their website
www.freddiemaddiemusic.co.uk or on Instagram fredmadmusic.

Words Margaret Quinton, photo Alfie Bowen

GrUNDisBUrGH GLeaNiNGs

dig behind
the church
halted

Old grundisburgh calendar

PLAYING fIeLd
NeedS ...

Grundisburgh Playing Field
Committee has a vacancy

for a minutes secretary to
replace Ian McIvor who
unfortunately is leaving the
village. The committee is
made up of local people who
share an interest in the playing
field for the use of the
community and meets four to
five times a year. 

When Alison Garrod steps
down in April after many
years’ service, we will also
need a new bookings secretary
for the playing field and the
pavilion. 

I would be grateful if anyone
interested in either of these
roles could contact me.

Richard Garnham, chairman,
Grundisburgh Playing Field Committee,

01473 738139

Planning

ConCeRns

Grundisburgh Parish
Council is very

concerned about what it
considers ‘rogue’ decisions
which breach the district
council’s own policies. 

In two cases these were
decided by Suffolk Coastal
District Council planning
officers and not by elected
councillors.

One of the agreed
applications, for four houses
in Charles Avenue on the
builder’s yard site, had been
objected to by Suffolk
Highways Department
because the length of the
drives would lead car owners
to park in the road. The road
is already very crowded due
to the doctor’s surgery being
next door to the site and its
proximity to the school which
brings a lot of extra traffic
into the area. We considered
the development was also out
of scale with other properties
in the area.

Ann Willetts, planning sub committee
chairman, Grundisburgh & Culpho Parish
Council, ann.willetts@uwclub.net, 738831 

It is an unfortunate delay. The
dig was going well. Eleven
burial sites have been
uncovered and there are
probably more in the area.
The remains of one adult and
one adolescent were being
prepared for removal from the
site and additional
investigation when worked
stopped.

The church is in the area of a
Saxon settlement and burials
may have taken place there
since the 13th century. We
have no control over this
archaeological process, it is a
legal requirement and part of
the planning process. We do,
however, have to bear the
considerable cost. 

Peter Brunning, 01473 735481
peterbrunning3@aol.com    

Christmas at the
Baptist Chapel

We warmly welcome you
to our Carol Service on

Sunday 23 December at
10.45am (followed by
refreshments) and our
Christmas Eve Candlelit
Carol Service at 6.30pm as
we celebrate the birth of our
Saviour once again.

Colin Grimwood, 738856,
colin.grimwood12@hotmail.co.uk
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Lillian (Lily) Pearce  
1922 to 2018

Lily and her twin brother
Alfred were born at

Clopton and their sister
Winnie two years later; all
three went to Clopton School.
Lily left aged 14 and went
into service at Birds Hill
Cottage, Clopton.
On days off she
took her family's
dog for walks, and
it was while doing
this she met Bill,
later to became her
husband.

When war broke out
Bill joined the Tank
Regiment. Against her father's
wishes, Lily joined the ATS in
1942, she became a height
finder for crews of the Ack
Ack guns. In 1944 while on
leave Lily and Bill were
married. When the war was
over they moved into a house
in Ipswich Road, Clopton,
which went with Bill’s work.
Wendy was born in 1946,
followed by Dawn in 1948
and Albert in 1950. 

Lily spent many happy years
working for Mrs Kilburn at
Mount Pleasant, Clopton. She
and her sister also looked after
their Uncle George in
Ipswich. Once Lily's family
had left school, she and Bill
enjoyed bingo at Hasketon

NeWS trIbute

We are based in 
Framlingham and o�er  
a professional and client 
based service.
For more information or a 
quotation please contact
Steve Platten BSc Hons MRICS
on info@pimys.com
or 07704351669

RESIDENTIAL AND   
 COMMERCIAL SURVEYS -   
 PROJECT MANAGEMENT

TENANT AND LANDLORD  
 DILAPIDATIONS - SCHEDULES  
 OF CONDITION

PLANNED PREVENTATIVE  
 MAINTENANCE PROGRAMMES 

PRINCIPAL DESIGNER AND 
 HEALTH AND SAFETY  
 MANAGEMENT UNDER CDM   
 REGULATIONS 2015

www.eastofengland.coop/funerals

It’s the little things that count

Here for you 
every hour  
of every day
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Quality Bespoke
Fitted Kitchens at
Affordable Prices

01473 890122
www.woodfarmkitchens.co.uk

and Ipswich, and coach
holidays with friends. These
continued after their move to
Orchard End, Grundisburgh,
in 1981.

In 1975 Dawn emigrated to
Canada and Lily was sad - but
discovered she enjoyed
visiting and went to Canada a
few times. When in 1989 Bill
died, looking after her uncle
helped fill the void. Later Lily

joined the lunch club,
enjoying meeting
friends and trips out.

At one time Lily
enjoyed working in the
garden with me, but
after having falls she
could no longer do it.

Eventually she lost her
confidence in walking and
became housebound - but with
the help of carers going in
four times a day, and myself
at weekends, she was able to
stay in her home. She got on
well with the carers. I often
heard them chatting about her
earlier life and laughing .

Lily is greatly missed by her
family and friends. Dawn,
Albert and I thank all who
donated to Lily's charities -
Help for Heroes and EACH
who both received £159.50.

Wendy Pearce

Unfortunately The News is often
unable to carry the tributes
supplied in full; unedited versions
are available on The News’
website and in Williams cafe.

BOOK YOUR POWERPLATE 
SESSION TODAY!

• Increases bone density
• Increases metabolic rate
• Increases muscle tone
• Banishes cellulite

For more information: www.thepowerstudio.co.uk 
T: 07533 173770 E: info@thepowerstudio.co.uk

Open Tues-Sat. Services including cut and style
to all colour services and bridal hair packages!

T: 07787 239424 

The Old Forge, Top Street, Martlesham, Suffolk IP12 4RB The Old Forge, Top Street, Martlesham, Suffolk IP12 4RB
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Maid2clean is the largest domestic 
cleaning agency in the UK.  

Cleaners are paid cash on the  
day they clean.

Regular permanent part-time work 
for good, reliable, honest people  

who take pride in a job well done,  
to clean for our domestic clients  

in IP13 & IP12.
TO APPLY:
www.maid2cleansu�olk.co.uk/looking-for-work/
0843 289 6858 (24/7) text 0776 970 0258
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safeR
Village
dRiVing 

The multi village group
aiming to improve the

safety on local roads (SAVID)
held its AGM on 14
November, followed by a
committee meeting.   

Most of the meeting focused
on the future direction of the
group. There was a strong
commitment to keep SAVID
alive and - with a permanent
chair (Pauline Procter from
Tuddenham) at the helm -
work will continue to support
the villages in their speed
reduction and road safety
efforts. 

As hosting village,
Grundisburgh representatives
gave an update on recent work
undertaken to reactivate speed
reduction measures in the
village, with members of
SAVID congratulating the
parish council and volunteers
on their road safety efforts. 

The next SAVID meeting is
provisionally booked for

Wednesday 13 March at
Bealings Hall. Details will be
confirmed on its website
http:/savid/safervillag.onesuffo
lk.net and in The News online
diary. Members of the public
are encouraged to attend.

The villages signed up to
SAVID are Burgh, Charsfield,
Clopton, Culpho, Great
Bealings, Grundisburgh, Little
Bealings,Swilland, Tuddenham
and Witnesham.  

Tanya Fosdick

speeding in
grundisburgh

The measures to try and
reduce the often dangerous

speeds of vehicles in
Grundisburgh currently being
promoted are two fold: sharing
a speed indicator device
(known as a SID) and the re-
introduction of a speedwatch
scheme.

A number of suitable sites for
a SID to be placed have been
identified and residents living
near these have been
consulted, a team of
volunteers has been recruited
to manage the signs and the

More from the
Cribfest .....

county council approached
about the placement of the
posts. However, the scheme is
currently delayed due to a
number of cases of serious
vandalism to SIDS around the
Woodbridge area.

The training of volunteers in
monitoring and recording
traffic speed in Grundisburgh
with a hand held speed gun
will be taking place on 28
November. More information
about speedwatch can be
found on https//
suffolkroadsafe.com/speeding-
communityspeedwatch.

I would welcome hearing from
more people who are
concerned about the speed of
traffic in our two villages and
would like to volunteer to
support our intiatives.

Geoff Caryer, Grundisburgh & Culpho
Parish Council traffic sub committee

geoff@caryer.co.uk, 738108,  

Footcare clinic
back home

It was slightly more than 20
years ago that Jenny Barham

(nee Cole) and I first
organised a chiropody service
in Grundisburgh in response to

a need identified by retired
social worker, Chips Norton,
on behalf of Age Concern
Suffolk. It has been an
interesting few years, with
many laughs and some sad
moments shared every six
weeks in the Parish Rooms
until 'whoops'! - I didn't get
our booking request for 2018 '
in on time and we were faced
with homelessness - what to
do? 

Step forward our good fairy -
in the guise of Katherine
Smith who offered us the
hospitality of her home beside
the Old Forge Stores. This
was ideally placed, being
central and so convenient for
the majority of our service
users who rely on 'shank's
pony'. 

I've been rather more
organised for next year and
the chiropody service will be
back in Grundisburgh Parish
Rooms every sixth Thursday,
beginning on 10 January. We
are deeply indebted to
Katherine for the kindness she
has shown to the group. For
further information please
contact me. 

Madge Nicholas 01473 738824. 

Continued from page 1

above: part of
grundisburgh
art group’s
triptych
representing the
three kings.
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sPOrTiNG sTOries

monstrous fun at
grundisburgh tennis Club

Halloween was the theme for the ‘Monster Smash’ tennis
festival held at Grundisburgh Tennis Club on 20 October.

Parents and children took part in a fun doubles competition using
short courts, mini nets and low compression tennis balls.
Halloween costumes were encouraged, and we had some very
scary little monsters in action across all courts. Prizes were
awarded to the winners of the competition and for the scariest
costumes. Everyone had a great time and we were very
impressed by some spookily impressive play. 

Adult members have been having fun playing tennis too with a
range of groups meeting for informal games as well as
competitive matches being played by those who have joined
local leagues. Coaching is available for adults from our coach
Carl Douglas whether you are a beginner or want to improve
your playing technique.

A court clean and new nets in the spring meant that the courts
were ready for all the extra activity that has been going on this
year. More tennis themed festivals and coaching for children and
adults are planned for 2019 so if you are interested in joining in
the fun, contact Sue Haddock for membership information on
01473 738872 or email sue.haddock@grundisburghtennis.co.uk.

Coach Carl Douglas is running Mini Tennis for children this
winter at Clopton Village Hall.  For more information contact
Carl on 07553 966380. 

To find out about coaching please click on the link at the top of
the page on the Grundisburgh Tennis Club website or go directly
to https://clubspark.lta.org.uk/GrundisburghTennisClub/Coaching

Words Anne Lee, photo Carl Douglas

INTERIOR • EXTERIOR • FREE ESTIMATES

TD

Tony
01473 712664

Mobile
07926 723192

Over 20 years experience
Quality Workmanship
Interior/Exterior work

Free estimates and advice

Competitive & reasonable fixed
price quotations

Friendly & reliable

PAINTER &
DECORATOR

GGAARRDDEENN KKEEEEPPEERR
LLaannddssccaappee DDeessiiggnn && GGrroouunndd WWoorrkkss

Contact John for 
advice and free quotes
0011339944880099113366 
0077888888668844228811

Email:
keepingthegarden@yahoo.co.uk
www.keepingthegarden.co.uk 

PATIOS • DRIVEWAYS
TREES • HEDGES • PONDS

FENCES • CLEARANCES
TURFING & MUCH MORE
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Scan to see

the current

issue of The

News 

Scan to see

The News’

archive

online.

sMaLL aDs

Our chairman Beth Taylor
has stood down due to

other commitments -
particularly in Debach - and
we thank her for her valued
support over the past two and
a half years. 

Meanwhile our deputy
chairman Terry Frost is
standing in but does not wish
to continue long term. We
would like to find someone
prepared to take on steering
our group of volunteers. We
meet five times a year -
shortly before each issue and
for the AGM each spring. 

Anyone interested in taking
this on can contact Terry or
any of the people listed on the
column on the right.

Nicola Hobbs

Our dates for 2019
Spring: Copy date 6 February
Publication 1 March  

Summer: copy 8 May 
publication 31 May

Autumn: copy 7 August 
publication 30 August

Winter: copy 6 November
publication 29 November 

news from
the news

white wood fire surround
with marble inset and hearth.
54w x 20h  £35. Black glass
TV table 28w x 20h x 14d.
£10. Both as new. 01473
738235.

Gifts for Christmas. Help
families in Africa work their
own way out of poverty. Send
a Cow catalogues are available
from Williams Stores, Grange
Farm Shop and the charity
card shop on Market Hill,
Woodbridge.

epson expression Home XP-
245 all-in-one WiFi
printer/scan/copy. Unused.
£29.99. 01728 605691.

Save our swifts!

Swifts in many villages in
our area are declining in

numbers and need help. The
Swift Community Action
group is inviting people to
train as a ‘Swift Adviser’ by
signing up for a training
morning on Saturday 16
March at the Suffolk Wildlife
Trust offices in Ashbocking. 

The (free) training is for
anyone who would like to
know more about the amazing
lives of these birds and how
we can help them by setting
up a local swift group. 

To express your interest please
contact Tracey Housley.
tracey.housley@
suffolkwildlifetrust.org. For
general advice on Swifts in
Suffolk go to www.suffolk
wildlifetrust.org/swifts. We
look forward to hearing from
you.

Jenny James ,
woodbridge.swifts@gmail.com

Very dry mixed firewood,
cut in Otley, and quantity of
old oak beams. 07533 719136.

small freezer, three drawer.
£40 ono. 01473 738450.

Jumbo Portapuzzle
Carrycase for jigsaws. 76 x
51 cm. £8, 01473 735533

It’s free to advertise personal
items here. Send to the editor.

Lynda Braybrooke 
        i n t e r i o r s  

ssuuppppllyy yyoouurr oowwnn ffaabbrriicc oorr cchhoooossee  
ffrroomm aa wwiiddee sseelleeccttiioonn ooff ffaabbrriicc bbooookkss 

ffrreeee ddeessiiggnn aanndd mmeeaassuurriinngg sseerrvviiccee  

aa ccoommpplleettee pprrooffeessssiioonnaall sseerrvviiccee  
ffoorr ccuurrttaaiinnss aanndd ssoofftt ffuurrnniisshhiinnggss 

tt::0011447733 225511559922 // 0077888877555566998811  
ee::llyynnddaa..bbrraayybbrrooookkee@@bbttiinntteerrnneett..ccoomm 

about The News
www.grundisburghnews.org.uk

Grundisburgh & District News is a free community
magazine produced by volunteers. Around 3,000

copies are distributed to homes and a range of central
locations in Grundisburgh and 17 other villages (as listed
on the front page). Four issues are published annually.
Contributions, comments and ideas are welcomed: Ford
House, The Green, Grundisburgh IP13 6TA,
editor@grunews.com. All issues are included on our
website.  

Information can be supplied on paper or email. If emailed,
the topic of the article should be shown in the subject box.
Photos can be sent as JPGs (but not embedded in Word
documents) or as prints. 

editor: Nicola Hobbs, 738267, editor@grunews.com

Diary editor: Andrea Ockenden, The Gables, Rose Hill,
Grundisburgh, IP13 6TG, diary@grunews.com.

advertising: Diane Waters (see below).

Picture editor: Peter Kendall, peter@peterkendall.com,
738267.

Distribution coordinator: Stephen Cooper.
stephen.cooper23@me.com

subscription service: Pat Hall, Crest Cottage, Chapel
Road, Grundisburgh, IP13 6X, 735319.

Treasurer: Sue Haddock, 738872,
accounts@grunews.com.

website: Ian McIvor, ian.mcivor@btinternet.com.

Type: Wendy Cole, 735923.

Checking: Carrie Herries, Marion Penston, Maggi
Thompson, Viola Reade.

iT consultant: Will Barber, wbarber.ths@gmail.com

acting chair of management team: Terry Frost, 735275.  

Next issue No 251 spring 2019

Copy deadline: wednesday 6 February

Publication: Friday 1 March

aDVerTisiNG raTes

1/16 page (w.44mm x h.66mm or w.92mm x h.33mm) £20
1/8 page (w.92mm x h. 66mm) £50
1/4 page (w.92mm x h.136mm or w.190 x h.66mm)   £110

The costs for black and for white and colour
advertisements are now the same.

Booking a run of four entitles advertisers to a 10%
discount, provided payment is made within 30 days of
invoice date.

Single adverts must be paid for in advance.

All advertisers will receive a copy of The News in which
their advert first appears.

Local organisations advertising fund raising events are
charged at half the normal rate.

A small charge is made for originating artwork. 

adverts for next issue to be sent by 6 February to Diane
waters, 2 New Hall, Carlton Park, saxmundham iP17
2NJ or adverts@grunews.com   01728 605691.
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250 issues and still going stRong - foR now

The single sheet first issue was so
well received that stories, adverts
and announcements about
forthcoming events flooded in and a
co-operative group was soon
producing eight to twelve page
issues nine times a year. 

They were helped by the fact that
they had a journalist (Mike Pynn,
deputy news editor of the East
Anglian), a graphic designer
(Deborah Pynn), an illustrator
(Lindsay Redstall) and a keen
photographer (Tony Taylor) among
their number. Others came forward
to help with distribution, collecting
advertising, writing articles, notably
Hilda Tuck who styled herself
‘Roving Reporter’. Martin Redstall
played a key role in many aspects.
By 1987 the paper had won top prize
in the East Anglian regional
community newspaper competion..   

In the early days, before the advent
of personal computers, copy was
typed on an ordinary carbon ribbon
typewriter, cut into galley strips and
pasted up on grid paper on the
Pynn’s dining room table after Harry
and Alice, then aged three and one,
had gone to bed. 

Deborah remembers late night runs
between their home at Old Rectory
West and the Redstalls at Old
Rectory East (and later Ford House -
formerly the rectory stables - after
the Redstalls moved there).
Headlines were rubbed down letter
by letter with Letraset.

The switch to producing the paper
on computer came in the early
1990s. I joined the team in 1994
when I retired as public relations
officer at Suffolk County Council

When a newsheet to publicise a sponsored walk in aid of the
playgroup was suggested way back in 1981, little did those

involved envisage that The Grundisburgh and District News would
be going strong 250 issues later.

and by then having bought Ford House
from the Redstalls. I was taught to use
an Apple Mac computer and the Quark
Xpress software package by Harry Pynn.
Gradually I took over responsibility for
editing The News, reducing the
publications to six a year but increasing
the pages to 20.  

The move to colour was also gradual, as
printing technology advanced and our
advertising revenue became enough to
cover all costs. Diane Waters, then living
in Old Rectory East, edited some issues
until she moved from the village (but
has recently taken over dealing with our
advertising).  

In 2010 The News’ frequency reduced
further to four issues a year - although
we always hoped to be able to go back
to six if we got more help.

For nearly 10 years Richard Watkinson
took responsibility for editing two issues
a year. But unfortunately he feels he is
not fit enough to continue as an editor, at
least at the moment (though is still a
contributor). So I am back to editing
each issue, but at 80 I do feel we  need
one or more people able to take on the
role! Training can be provided.

We are looking at various ways of
making production easier while always
being on the look out for more help -
with writing, photographing, checking
etc - as well as on the editing side. I
would welcome hearing from anyone
from any of our villages interested in
being involved in any way contacting
me. 

I keep a complete set of every issue and
a few spares of each in my office which
people are welcome to browse through.
They make fascinating reading!

Nicola Hobbs, editor@grunews.com , 01473 738267

A few of the back issues: From the top: 
issue no 1, 1981; issue no 72,1989; 
issue no 93, 1991; issue no 168, 2002

Telephone                       justtileswoodbridge.co.uk

Established 
family business
Friendly and 
helpful advice
Exclusive 
imports
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