Mykola (Mike) Semec, December 1915 to October 2010
Mykola (known locally as Mike) is described by his grandson Ben as “a warm, loving, caring, stronghearted and devout family man”. Born in the Ukraine he came to England towards the end of the war having
served in the Ukrainian Army. He was permitted to seek work as an agricultural worker and eventually
gained employment with a farmer in Swilland.
It was in Christchurch Park, Ipswich that he met his wife Margarete one Sunday afternoon as he heard her
conversing in German, a language he understood. He asked her if she could tell him the time (surely the
oldest trick in the book?) - and as Ben said “the rest is history!” Mykola is survived by his wife and his two
daughters, Angela and Christine, three grandchildren and nine great-grandchildren - his family were his life.
He was a hard worker and as well as agricultural work he spent several most enjoyable years working for
Charles Clarke and Sons.
On the day prior to his death at ninety-four years old he was digging potatoes in his garden, which he loved
and of which he was justly proud. Many people remember his generous gifts of fruit and vegetables - always
urging people to take more!
He enjoyed life - his garden, good food and the companionship of the Ukrainian Club in Ipswich. He was
proud of his country and retained an interest in world affairs which he liked to discuss.
Ben paid tribute to his grandfather’s values and ethics which he says are still an inspiration - a man
remembered by his family, friends and neighbours as a friendly, kind and gentle man with a beautiful smile!
His Requiem Mass at St Thomas of Canterbury Church in Woodbridge was followed by interment in
Grundisburgh Churchyard next to his youngest grandson Jonathan, whose death at an early age he had felt
so keenly.
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