Rose Reynolds September 1937 to October 2010
Rose moved to London as a young woman in the late 1950s and worked in the Air Ministry, she married in
1960 in Wood Green, London and moved to Bath in the early 1960s, having two sons, Geoff in 1964, James
in 1965. The family moved to Woodbridge in 1967 and lived on Edward Fitzgerald Court where Rose made
life-long friends, with whom she always kept in contact. Rose was very good at making friends, and just as
good at maintaining her friendships. Her friends were very important to her. Rose moved to Winchester in
1972 where she worked in the Pathology Depart of the Royal Hampshire County Hospital, once again
making many good friends among her colleagues and among the other mums of the area. She went on many
trips abroad with her close friends
travelling all round the Mediterranean and taking a number of cruises in the late 70s. Rose was very much a
sun seeker! In 1984 she took a job as a Matron at Bedales School, Petersfield looking after the sons and
daughters of the rich and famous; Rose was very much loved by the kids and by her colleagues. After 13
years Rose retired in 1997, finally having some time to herself. Two years later and much to the surprise of
her friends, and not least of the boys, Rose took the decision to up sticks. Rose was never afraid to take a
decision and didn’t worry if it didn’t work out - she would just decide to do something different. Rose
arrived in Grundisburgh with the best wishes of her Winchester friends in the cold January of 2000. Alice
Driver and Thompson Close were still largely a building site at this time and it seemed to the boys that Rose
was taking a big risk. Happily they needn’t have worried as Rose’s ability to make friends surfaced again
and she quickly began to build a new and happy life here in Grundisburgh; indeed these last 10 years have
been amongst the happiest times of her life.
Rose was a very determined lady; she always said you must achieve something even if it is only a small
thing, she didn’t sit still for very long and was hard to keep up with at times. Life had sometimes been
difficult for Rose which perhaps is why she developed this strength of character - she was always a person to
“get on with things”.
In Grundisburgh, Rose found the time to have fun; she was known for her ability to make people laugh, and
was able to take some gentle teasing from others in return. She had many friends all round the village, she
was a regular on the Ipswich and Woodbridge buses, she joined the Supper Club, was known rarely to lose a
game of scrabble, and took the opportunity to learn Bridge. On one memorable occasion, Dudley Cooper,
founder of the Bridge Club, remarked to the room that he had
been mugged by two old ladies when Rose and Mary Robinson
made a clean sweep against him and his partner in a hand of
bridge. Rose was highly amused!
As a mum, Rose’s love was always unconditional and equal;
bringing up two sons in their teens on her own was not
always easy but the family remained close - in some ways,
for Rose, her boys were the most important thing in her life,
and the visits over the years, the Christmases in
Grundisburgh and the shared holidays brought her much joy.
Rose’s maternal instincts remained undiminished even as
the boys got older - each time the boys visited they would
find, on the edge of their beds, several new pairs of socks.
Indeed, at the age of 46 and 44, it is a very long time since
the boys bought their own socks!
Sadly, at the start of this year, Rose became ill. Rose faced
her illness with all of her typical determination and bravery,
and took great comfort and solace from the loving support
of her friends and neighbours. The boys, living so far away,
also took great comfort from this support, and from the
friendship extended to them.
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